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INTRODUCTION

The construction industry in Malaysia (and probably in many other countries) is
characterised by the 3-Ds - Dirty, Difficult and Dangerous. This is mainly brought
about by the predominantly labour intensive approach towards the construction
industry practiced in the country which in the end entails problems like longer time
requirements and waste of materials and human resources as well as lack of quality
in the finished products. Whilst the cou=*y’s other major economic scctors have
advanced in the utilisation of modern technology, the construction industry still

largely depends on the old methods of construction.

Studies done in some developed countries have shown that with proper planning
and considerations during the design stage, most of these problems can be avoided
(Kaming. Olomolaive, Corbett and Hartis, 1994). In the devcloped countries.
design innovations which have been made possible with the use of advanced
computers, a new outlook towards design criteria and considerations. the

continued search for better materials and methods and relentless demands for

M. Arch. Dissentation 1996 97 1







